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LassafeverSituationReport
EpiWeek49:6–12December2021

KeyPoints

Table1:Summaryofcurrentweek(49),cumulativefrom Epiweek01–49,2021and
comparisonwithpreviousyear(2020)

Highlights

 Inweek49,thenumberofnewconfirmedcasesincreasedfrom 4inweek48,2021to
10cases.Thesewerereportedfrom Ondo,EdoandNasarawaStates(Table3)

 Cumulativelyfrom week1toweek49,2021,83deathshavebeenreportedwithacase
fatalityrate(CFR)of18.7%whichislowerthantheCFRforthesameperiodin2020
(20.7%)

 Intotalfor2021,16Stateshaverecordedatleastoneconfirmedcaseacross64Local
GovernmentAreas(Figure2and3)

 Ofallconfirmedcases,84%arefrom Edo(44%),Ondo(35%)andTaraba(5%)States.

 Thepredominantage-groupaffectedis21-30years(Range:<1to70years,Median
Age:29years).Themaletofemaleratioforconfirmedcasesis1:0.8(Figure4)

 Thenumberofsuspectedcaseshasdecreasedcomparedtothatreportedforthe
sameperiodin2020

 TwonewHealthcareworkersaffectedinthereportingweek49

 NationalLassafevermulti-partner,multi-sectoralTechnicalWorkingGroup(TWG)
continuestocoordinatetheresponseactivitiesatalllevels

Reporting
Period

Suspected
cases

Confirmed
cases

Probable
cases

Deaths
(Confirmed

cases)

CaseFatality
Ratio(CFR)

StatesandLGAs
affected

(Confirmedcases)
Currentweek

(week49) 123 10 1 3 30.0%
State(s):3
LGA(s):6

2021
Cumulative
(week1-49)

4083 444 5 83 18.7%
State(s):16
LGA(s):64

2020
Cumulative
(week1-49)

6535 1158 14 240 20.7%
State(s):27
LGA(s):130
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Figure1.EpidemiccurveofconfirmedLassafevercasesepidemiologicalweek49,2021

Figure2.ConfirmedLassafevercasesbyStatesinNigeria,week49,2021
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Figure3.ConfirmedLassafeverrateper100,000populationforLGAsinNigeria,week49,2021

Table2:Keyindicatorsforcurrentweek2021andtrendcomparedtopreviousweek,Nigeria
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Table3.WeeklyandCumulativenumberofsuspectedandconfirmedcasesfor2021

Key

Decrease
Increase
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Figure4.AgeandsexpyramidshowingnumberofconfirmedLassafevercasesfor2021

Figure5:Numberofconfirmedcaseswithcasefatalityrate(CFR)bystateweek492021

Figure6:Trendofconfirmedcasesbyepidemiologicalweek,2017–2021,Nigeria
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Responseactivities

• Conducted 2021 Lassa feverhigh burden States preparedness/response engagement
meeting

• LassafeveralertletterssenttoStates

• TheNationalEmergencyOperationsCentrealertmodeactivated2021foreffectivemulti-
sectoral,multi-disciplinarycoordinationofLassafeverresponse

• StatePublicHealthEmergencyOperationsCentreactivatedinaffectedStates

• ThefiveLassafevermolecularlaboratoriesintheNCDCnetworkareworkingfullcapacityto
ensurethatallsamplesaretestedandresultsprovidedwithintheshortestturnaroundtime

• Confirmedcasesaretreatedatidentifiedtreatmentcentresacrossthestates

• Disseminationofreviewedcasemanagementandsafeburialpracticesguidelines

• Riskcommunicationsandcommunityengagementactivitieshavebeenscaledupacross
statesusingtelevision,radio,print,socialmediaandotherstrategies

• ImplementationofLassafeverEnvironmentalresponsecampaigninhighburdenstatesby
FederalMinistryofEnvironment

• DeploymentofNationalRapid Respond Teamsto threeStatesto supportLassafever
Response

Notesonthisreport

DataSource
Informationforthisdiseasewascasebaseddataretrievedfrom theNationalLassafeverEmergency
OperationsCentre.

Casedefinitions
 Suspectedcase:anyindividualpresentingwithoneormoreofthefollowing:malaise,fever,headache,

sorethroat,cough,nausea,vomiting,diarrhoea,myalgia,chestpain,hearinglossandeithera.Historyof
contactwithexcretaorurineofrodentsb.HistoryofcontactwithaprobableorconfirmedLassafever
casewithinaperiodof21daysofonsetofsymptomsORAnypersonwithinexplicable
bleeding/hemorrhagia.

 Confirmedcase:anysuspectedcasewithlaboratoryconfirmation(positiveIgM antibody,PCRorvirus

isolation)

 Probablecase:anysuspectedcase(seedefinitionabove)whodiedorabscondedwithoutcollectionof

specimenforlaboratorytesting

 Contact:Anyonewhohasbeenexposedtoaninfectedperson,ortoaninfectedperson’ssecretions,

excretions,ortissueswithinthreeweeksoflastcontactwithaconfirmedorprobablecaseofLassa
fever

Calculations
 CaseFatalityRate(CFR)forthisdiseaseisreportedforconfirmedcasesonly
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